
INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 
First Mid-Term Examination (September 2017) 

Social Science 

Marking Scheme 

1 What aspects of Calcutta city disturbed the Gods? 
The gods were disturbed by another aspect of city life – 

1. its cheats and thieves, its grinding poverty, and  
2. the poor quality of housing for many.  
3. The gods were also perturbed at the confusion of caste, religious and 

gender identities in the city. Any one 

1 
 
 
 
 

2 Who was a jobber and what was his work? 
The jobber in the mills could be the local neighbourhood leader.  He settled 
disputes, organised food supplies, or arranged informal credit. He also brought 
important information on political developments. 

1 
 
½+½ 
 

3 What were the drawbacks of manuscripts? 
Copying was an expensive, laborious and time-consuming business. 
Manuscripts were fragile, awkward to handle, and could not be carried around 
or read easily. Their circulation therefore remained limited. Often the writing 
was difficult to read. 

1 
 
½+½ 

4 Who invented the first printing press and where? 
Johannan Gutenberg from Strasberg in Germany.  

½+½ 

5 State any two uses of manganese. 
Ans. Ferro alloys, bleaching powder, insecticides and paints. 

1 

6 Why did the Sri Lankan Tamils feel alienated from the Sinhalese? 
Sinhala leaders weren’t sensitive to their language and culture. They felt that  

the constitution and  government policies denied them equal political rights, 
discriminated against them in getting jobs and other opportunities and ignored 
their interests.    (any 1 points) 

 
 
1  

7 Give examples of ‘Holding together’ federations. 
India, Spain and Belgium(any Two) 

½+½ 
 

8 What is sexual division of labour? 
A system in which all work inside the home is either done by the women of the 
family, or organised by them through the domestic helpers. 

 
1 

9 Define average income. 
The average income is the total income of the country divided by its total 
population. 

 
1 

10 What were the reasons for the braking of the family as an institution? 
1. Ties between members of households loosened, and among the 

working class the institution of marriage tended to break down. 
2. Women of the upper and middle classes in Britain, on the other hand, 

faced increasingly higher levels of isolation. 

3 
 
 
1m 
each 



3. Many social reformers felt that the family as an institution had broken 
down, and needed to be saved or reconstructed by pushing these 
women back into the home. 

point 

11 Give reasons for the following statements in one or two sentences only: 
a) Woodblock print came to Europe in 1295:  

 In 1295, Marco Polo, a great explorer, returned to Italy after many 
years of exploration in China. Marco Polo brought this knowledge back 
with him. Now Italians began producing books with woodblocks, and 
soon the technology spread to other parts of Europe. 

b) Martin Luther’s work brought about a division in the church:  
In 1517, the religious reformer Martin Luther wrote Ninety Five Theses 
criticising many of the practices and rituals of the Roman Catholic 
Church.  A printed copy of this was posted on a church door in 
Wittenberg. It challenged the Church to debate his ideas.  Luther’s 
writings were immediately reproduced in vast numbers and read 
widely. This lead to a division within the Church and to the beginning of 
the Protestant Reformation. 

c) The Deoband Seminary printed thousands of Fatwas: 
The Deoband Seminary, founded in 1867, published thousands upon 
thousands of fatwas telling Muslim readers how to conduct themselves 
in their everyday lives, and explaining the meanings of Islamic 
doctrines. 

3 
 
 
1m 
each 
point 
 
 

12 Explain why we need non-conventional sources of energy? 
Ans. (with explanation) 

1. Rising oil prices 
2. Depletion of fossil fuels 
3. Environmental degradation-pollution 

3 

13 Name the most widespread soils of India. Mention any two characteristics of 
this soil.    
Ans. 
1. Most widespread soils: alluvial soil 
2. Characteristics:  
A) These soils consist of various proportions of sand, silt & clay.  
B) As we move inlands towards the river valley, soil particles appear some what bigger  
     in size. 

C)) According to the size of their grains or components they are also known as 

old alluvial (Bangar) and new alluvial (Khadar) soils. 

 Or any other characteristics. 

3 

14 What do you understand by sustainability development? What can be done to 
make development sustainable? 

1. Sustainable economic development means ‘development should take 
place without damaging the environment, and development in the 
present should not compromise with the needs of the future 
generations.’ 

 
 
 
 
1+2 



2. Groundwater is an example of renewable resources. These resources 
are replenished by nature as in the case of crops and plants. However, 
even these resources may be overused. 

3. Non-renewable resources are those which will get exhausted after 
years of use. We have a fixed stock on earth which cannot be 
replenished. Hence they must be used frugally. 

4. New sources can  add to the stock. e.g solar energy, biogas,wind energy 
etc.  ( any 3 points) 

15 What are the criteria used to compare countries, other than average income? 
Define any two. 

1. Human Development Report published by UNDP compares countries 
based on the educational levels of the people, their health status and 
per capita income. 

2. Life expectancy at birth denotes, as the name suggests, average 
expected length of life of a person at the time of birth. 

3.  Gross Enrolment Ratio for three levels means enrolment ratio for 
primary school, secondary school and higher education beyond 
secondary school. (Any two points from above ) 
 The following criteria if explained will carry (1½) : 

Infant Mortality Rate (or IMR)/ Literacy Rate /Net Attendance Ratio  

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1½+1½ 

16 Explain the objectives of implementing MGNREGA-2005. 
1. UnderMGNREGA 2005, all those who are able to, and are in need of, 

work have been guaranteed 100 days of employment in a year by the 
government.  

2. If the government fails in its duty to provide employment, it will give 
unemployment allowances to the people.  

3. The types of work that would in future help to increase the production 
from land  will be given preference under the Act. 

3 
 
 
 
1m 
each 
point 

17 Why is horizontal power of sharing called a system of checks and balances? 
1. Power is shared among different organs of government, such as the 

legislature, executive and judiciary. This horizontal distribution of 
power allows different organs of government to be placed at the same 
level to exercise different powers. 

2.  Such a separation ensures that none of the organs can exercise 
unlimited power. Each organ checks the others. This results in a 
balance of power among various institutions.  

3. In a democracy, even though ministers and government officials 
exercise power, they are responsible to the Parliament or State 
Assemblies.  Similarly, although judges are appointed by the executive, 
they can check the functioning of executive or laws made by the 
legislatures. This arrangement is called a system of checks and 
balances. 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1m 
each 
point 
 
 

18 What were the amendments made to the Constitution to make the Local 
Government more powerful? 

3 
 



1.  Now it is constitutionally mandatory to hold regular elections to local 
government bodies.  

2.  Seats are reserved in the elected bodies and the executive heads of 
these institutions for the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Backward Classes.  

3.  At least one-third of all positions are reserved for women.  
4. An independent institution called the State Election Commission has 

been created in each State to conduct panchayat and municipal 
elections.  

5. The State governments are required to share some powers and 
revenue with local government bodies. The nature of sharing varies 
from State to State. (any 3 points) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1m 
each 
point 
 

19 Discuss the 3 factors that determine the outcomes of politics of social division. 
1. First of all, the outcome depends on how people perceive their 

identities. If people see their identities in singular and exclusive terms, 
it becomes very difficult to accommodate. As long as people in 
Northern Ireland saw themselves as only Catholic or Protestant, their 
differences were difficult to reconcile. It is much easier if the people 
see that their identities are multiple and are complementary with the 
national identity. 

2. Second, it depends on how political leaders raise the demands of any 
community. It is easier to accommodate demands that are within the 
constitutional framework and are not at the cost of another 
community. 

3. Third, it depends on how the government reacts to demands of 
different groups. As we saw in the examples of Belgium and Sri Lanka, if 
the rulers are willing to share power and accommodate the reasonable 
demands of minority community, social divisions become less 
threatening for the country. But if they try to suppress such a demand 
in the name of national unity, the end result is often quite the opposite. 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1m 
each 
point 
 

20 How has the relationship between religion and politics been established in 
India? 

1. Gandhiji used to say that religion can never be separated from 
politics.What he meant by religion was not any particular religion like 
Hinduism or Islam but moral values that inform all religions. He 
believed that politics must be guided by ethics drawn from religion. 

2.   Human rights groups in our country have argued that most of the 
victims of communal riots in our country are people from religious 
minorities. They have demanded that the government take special 
steps to protect religious minorities.  

3. Women’s movement has argued that FAMILY LAWS of all religions 
discriminate against women. So they have demanded that government 
should change these laws to make them more equitable. There is no 
official religion for the Indian state. Unlike the status of Buddhism in Sri 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1m 
each 



Lanka, that of Islam in Pakistan and that of Christianity in England, our 
Constitution does not give a special status to any religion. 
 Any other relevant point can be given marks  (any 3 points) 

point 

21 How did development of cities like London, Bombay and Calcutta affect the 
ecology and environment? 

1. London: In industrial cities such as Leeds, Bradford and Manchester, 
hundreds of factory chimneys spewed black smoke into the skies.  

2. People joked that most inhabitants of these cities grew up believing 
that the skies were grey and all vegetation was black. 

3. Shopkeepers, homeowners and others complained about the black fog 
that descended on their towns, causing bad tempers, smoke-related 
illnesses, and dirty clothes. 

4. Bombay : Natural features were flattened out or transformed in 
response to the growing demand for space for factories, housing and 
other institutions.  

5. Large quantities of refuse and waste products polluted air and water, 
while excessive noise became a feature of urban life. 

6. Calcutta:  inhabitants of Calcutta inhaled grey smoke, particularly in the 
winter. Since the city was built on marshy land, the resulting fog 
combined with smoke to generate thick black smog.   

7. High levels of pollution were a consequence of the huge population 
that depended on dung and wood as fuel in their daily life.  

8. The main polluters were the industries and establishments that used 
steam engines run on coal. 
  (Any 5 points but must cover all the three cities) 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 m 
each 
point 
 

22 Elaborate on what kind of printed material was published for children. 
1. Production of school textbooks became critical for the publishing 

industry.  
2. A children’s press, devoted to literature for children alone, was set up 

in France in 1857. This press published new works as well as old fairy 
tales and folk tales.  

3. The Grimm Brothers in Germany spent years compiling traditional folk 
tales gathered from peasants. What they collected was edited before 
the stories were published in a collection in 1812.   

4. Anything  that was considered unsuitable for children or would appear 
vulgar to the elites, was not included in the  published version.   

5. Rural folk tales thus acquired a new form. In this way, print recorded 
old tales but also changed them. 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
1m 
each 
point 

23 What is the status of women’s representation in India’s legislative bodies? 
Name the countries where, the participation of women in public life is very 
high. 

1. India, the proportion of women in legislature has been very low. For 
example, the percentage of elected women members in Lok Sabha has 
crossed 10 per cent of its total strength for the first time in 2009.  

5 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Their share in the state assemblies is less than 5 per cent.  
3. One-third of seats in local government bodies–in panchayats and 

municipalities–are now reserved for women. Now there are more than 
10 lakh elected women representatives in rural and urban local bodies. 

4. Women’s organisations and activists have been demanding for a 
reservation of at least one-third of seats in the Lok Sabha and State 
Assemblies for women. A bill with this proposal has been pending 
before the Parliament for more than a decade. But there is no 
consensus over this among all the political parties. The bill has not been 
passed.( Any3 points from above) 

5. Women from Scandanavian countries (Finland. Sweden) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 What are the various ways of providing employment in the rural areas in India? 
1. The government can spend some money or banks can provide a loan, 

to construct a well to irrigate the land. This could lead to a lot of 
employment generation within the agricultural sector itself reducing 
the problem of underemployment. 

2. If the government invests some money in transportation and storage of 
crops, or makes better rural roads so that mini-trucks reach 
everywhere several farmers who now have access to water, can 
continue to grow and sell these crops. This activity can provide 
productive employment to not just farmers but also others such as 
those in services like transport or trade. 

3. If the local bank give credit at a reasonable rate of interest, farmers  
will be able to buy their agricultural inputs in time and cultivate the 
land. This means that along with water, we also need to provide cheap 
agricultural credit to the farmers for farming to improve. 

4. If many farmers decide to grow arhar and chickpea (pulse crops). 
Setting up a dal mill to procure and process these and sell in the cities is 
one such example. Opening a cold storage could give an opportunity 
for farmers to store their products like potatoes and onions and sell 
them when the price is good. 

5.  In villages near forest areas, we can start honey collection centres 
where farmers can come and sell wild honey. It is also possible to set 
up industries that process vegetables and agricultural produce like 
potato, sweet potato, rice, wheat, tomato, fruits, which can be sold in 
outside markets. 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1m 
each 
point 

25 Differentiate between private and public sector. 
Private Sector: 

1. In the private sector, ownership of assets and delivery of services is in 
the hands of private individuals or companies 

2. Companies like Tata Iron and Steel Company Limited (TISCO) or 
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) are privately owned.  

3. Activities in the private sector are guided by the motive to earn profits. 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. To get such services we have to pay money to these individuals and 
companies.  

Public sector: 
5. In the public sector, the government owns most of the assets and 

provides all the services.  
6. Railways or post office is an example of the public sector 
7. The purpose of the public sector is not just to earn profits.  
8. Governments raise money through taxes and other ways to meet 

expenses on the services rendered by it. 
(any 5 points covering both the sectors) 

 
 
 
 
 
1m 
each 
point 

26 When was the comprehensive land development programme initiated? 
Explain any four measures that were introduced by the government of India 
to improve the condition of Indian agriculture.  (1+4)  
Ans. 

A) 1980s and 1990s. 
B) Measures introduced by the govt.: 
• Crop insurance & banking facilities: Provision for crop insurance 

against drought, flood, cyclone, fire and disease, establishment of 
Grameen banks, cooperative societies and banks for providing loan 
facilities to the farmers at lower rates of interest were some important 
steps in this direction. 

• Kissan Credit Card (KCC) was introduced for easy availability of inputs. 

• Various Schemes- PAIS: Personal Accident Insurance Scheme (PAIS) are 
some other schemes introduced by the Government of India for the 
benefit of the farmers. 

•  Radio and T.V. Programmes: Special weather bulletins and agricultural 
programmes for farmers were introduced on the radio and television. 

• M.S.P.: The government also announces minimum support price, 
remunerative and procurement prices for important crops to check the 
exploitation of farmers by speculators and middlemen.  

  

5 

27 Where is jute industry largely located? Explain any four factors responsible 
for the location of jute industry in this region. (1+4)  
Ans. 

A) Hooghly river basin. 
B) Factors affecting the location: 
1. Proximity of the jute producing areas 
2. In expensive water transport 
3. Support by a good network of railways, roadways and waterways 
to  

5 



     facilitate movement of raw material to the mills 
4. Cheap labour from West Bengal and adjoining states of Bihar,   
    Orissa and Uttar  Pradesh. 

28 Map: Geography  (3) 
On the given same political outline map of India locate and label the following 
with appropriate symbols: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Type of soil 
 Label and locate the following with appropriate symbols: 
2. Madurai Cotton Textile centre 
3. Raniganj coal fields 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 

********** 

1. Type of soil:Arid soils---- 3. Raniganj coal fields 

2. Madurai Textile Centre  


